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September 2009

Dear Parents,

With the beginning of the 2002010 school year at Brookside, we look back to fingd

that since our doors opened 35 years ago, our enrollment has more than doubled and qur
sessions have expanded to include a fdly program and a stateertified
Kindergarten program. Although our school has changed over the years to accommodgte
our families, one thing has not changedhat is the Brookside staff's dedication to and
love for the children we teach. It is an honor for us to have been a part of our Brookside
families' lives for the past 35 years and we look forward to serving you for many more
Thank you for choosing Brookside! )

SCHOOL INFORMATION
‘\\/

We have written érookside Handbookvhich includes all of the information that you might
need regarding school matters. We ask you to keep the book "handy" throughout the school yee
so that you can refer to it as the need arises. Information about the school in general, parent infor
mation, child information, and school rules and regulations are all included.

Brookside Montessori has a website. Along with general information about the school, you
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calendar. Visit us online atww.brooksidemontessori.comIf you have any questions about the
website, or have difficulty logging on, please speak to Mrs. Mandich.

ON THE NEXT SEVERAL PAGES (through page 5) OF THE NEWSLET"

HIGHLIGHTS AND UPDATES TO THE HANDBOOK:
TUITION
Tuition payments are due thigst of each month
There is #&10.00 late fedor checks receivedfter the 10th of the month
The second tuition payment is due on or before September 10th
First semester payment and yearly tuitions are also llpy&eptember 18.
Any parent wishing to makeayments by semester or in fuhould talk to Miss Curley about
discount rates
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HOURS
Schoobegins ai8:30 A.M. The doors will open at 8:20 A.M. Please don't plan to

drop your child off any earlier than that

All fulkday children and KindergarteneddJSTbe picked up between 2:50 P.M

— and 3:00 P.M.
.Jé If school is still in session when you come to pick up your child, we ask for your
consideration by waiting quietly for your child to be dismissed, so that Circle Time is

not disrupted for the other children.
As stated in our handbook, there islate fee" for late pickups. The
late fee 1s$10.00, with an additional $1.00 per minute after the first 15

: S

minutes. Please set your watches to our school clock#/e will begin
implementing the late fee policy on September 14, 2009. Our school

fitted with security doors, for which each Brookside Family has the code
(3489*). The keypad will be disablédd” 11:30 AMand agaimAT 3:00

PM, therefore making it impossible to use the code to unlock the door
If this occurs, please ring the doorb@hd be aware that YOU ARE LAT

and will be assessed the late fédt is important thateveryone adhere
to the pick-up scheduleas the teachers have only 20 minutes for a lunc
break and have other obligations and schedules to keep after 3:00 P.M

Thank you for your attention to this matter

TRAFFIC FLOW
For the Safety of all our Brookside families, please follow the arrows on the driveway for

entering and exiting the parking lot
Please use the parking spaces, rather than pulling up in front of the building, as this

|m’:

sometimes causes traffic congestion
A quick "drop off" and "pick up" of your child would be greatly appreciated, because of
2

the limited number of parking spaces
Please save the handicapped parking space for those who need to use it




NEW CELL PHONE POLICY

This year, Brookside is implementing a new Cell Phone Policy.

For courtesy and safety reasons, please do not talk on your cell phone while picking up and dropping off
your child at school. If you are in the school for an extended period of time to work with your child or to
work as a parent helper, we ask that your cell phone be turned OFF or left in your vehicle during the time
that you are in the building. If someone needs to reach you in an emergency, please give them the

school s telephone number.

Thank you for your cooperation with this new policy.

FIELD TRIPS

To alleviate the hassle of the "nickel, dime, and dollar" collections whenever we go on field trips, we

charge a "one-time" Field Trip Fee for the entire year. This will cover the costs of all field trips taken
during the 2009-2010 school year. This one time cost is $50.00. Any remaining money from this fund

will be put toward our Brookside Family Picnic at the end of the year.

BROOKSIDE SHIRTS
T We will be ordering BROOKSIDE BLUE T-SHIRTS (Child $10.00 and Adult
$12.00)
and SWEATSHIRTS (Child $20.00 and Adult $22.00).
1 Please return your completed order form by Tuesday, September 8th.

1 Itis helpful if the children wear their shirts when we take field trips. It is easier for us to keep track

of everyone if they are dressed in our Brooksi

TELEPHONE CALLS
If it is necessary for you to call the school, please call between 8:00 and 8:30 AM, or
between 10:30 AM and 12:00 PM, or between 2:00 and 3:00 PM.

SCHOOL INFORMATION FORMS A \

Please return all school information and update information papers to school .

by Tuesday, September 8th. We will be putting together the student directory )
and we need this information so that your child can be included.
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WORKING WITH YOUR CHILD AT BROOKSIDE

If you decide to stay at school to do an activity with your child, we ask that you sign up for a particu-

lar date in advance. We also encourage you to allow him or her to choose an activity that they have
done previously, as it is our goal to instill independence and decision making in your child. Please
do not plan to stay during the month of September, as the children are still getting used to their new

routine. Please see a staff member with any questions.
LUNCHES

1 Because of the large number of lunch bunchers that we have at Brookside, it is not possible to

refrigerate the students |l unches. I f you sel
please tell one of the staff and we will try to accommodate you.

1 Please place lunch boxes/lunch bags on top of the cubbies instead of inside of them. @

1 Please remember to send a drink, a napkin, and necessary eating utensilsi n your chil d
every day.

CONFERENCES !@2@

Since we have time constraints at dismissal, concerns about your child cannot be addressed then.

We encourage you to make an appointment with one of the teachers so that we can give you more

time to discuss your concerns.

SHOES

1 In order to provide for a more sanitary learning environment, and in order to extend the life of the
carpets and floors, students are asked to remo
|l earning area. Children are encouraged to kee
with non-skid soles in their cubbies to change into when they arrive at school.

1 Most of our outdoor play area at Brookside is covered in wood chips. For this reason and for the

\comfort of your child, please dress your child in sneakers or closed-toe rubber soled shoes, no

\\sandals or clogs, please.
LABELS

Please make sure that all outerwear, sweaters/sweatshirts, indoor and outdoor shoes, and

lunchboxes are clearly labeledwi t h your chil d NAMEn ame.
BACKPACKS

Because of the | imited space in the NOTbringlbadk-n S

packs to school. If you have any questions about this policy, please speak with a staff member.
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SCHOLASTIC BOOK ORDERS

Once a month you will notice Scholastic Book and CD ROM order sheets in your mailbox. Thisis a

great way to add to your <child s |library and hel
receive bonus points towards earning new materials or books.
* The first book order for this school year is due on Tuesday, September 15.

* When paying for your Book Order, please write ONE CHECK for items ordered,
regardless of how many different order forms are filled out.
* Please make checks payable to Scholastic.

* |[f you have any questions, please speak to Mrs. Kirkpatrick, who is the

coordinator of Brooksi de S Schol astic Bo:

LUNCH MOTHERS, FATHERS, OR GRANDPARENTS

Several years ago we initiatedal unc ht i me " h ethrquehrwhigh weigvited patents to be vol-

unteer helpers. This program has proven to be very successful. Any parent or grandparent who might
have free time to volunteer in our lunchroom on Tuesday, Wednesday, or Thursday from 11:30 to 12:30,

ing!!!

MORNING AND AFTERNOON SNACK HELPERS

Get to know us and give us a helping hand by volunteering to help with snack time. We would like

parents and grandparents to volunteer to assist with snack preparation and serving. This is a fun way
to spend time with your child and get to know the staff and other children at Brookside. We would
need only one hour of your time on a Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday.

The morning snack hour is from 9:30 to 10:30 A.M. ; the afternoon snack is from 1:00 to 2:00 P.M.

| E GIANT A+ SCHOOL REWARDS PROGRAM

Starting October 4, 2009 through March 13, 2010, Brookside Montessori  will have
the opportunity to earn CASH for the school through participation in the GIANT A+
SCHOOL REWARDS PROGRAM! Last year, Brookside earned over $550 from this
program, and we hope to surpass that amount this year. Look in your mailboxes for
further information about signing up for this simple and profitable fundraiser.

Mrs. Kirkpatrick will be the coordinator of this program. 5
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http://www.giantaplus.com/

SPECIAL CLASSES

MUSIC

Mrs. Schaedler will be teaching music on Thursdays.
ART
The children (with the exception of Kindergarten ) will be doing art projects on
Wednesdays, under the guidance of Mrs. Jill Farrell, one of our Brookside Parents. If you would be

interested in helping Mrs. Farrell with the chi

Kindergarten students will have Art on whichever day that Miss Gasper determines.

SPANISH wele

Senora Alitto will be returning this year to teach Spanish to our Brookside children on

Tuesdays. Senora Alitto is a certified language teacher who has taught in the Camp Hill School

District, and The Harrisburg Academy; she currently teaches Spanish, French, and ESL at HACC.

SHOW and TELL

* Show and Tell for ALL Pre-School Students will be on Thursdays.

Jﬂow f Jetr,

* Kindergarteners have their own Show and Tell schedule that Miss Gasper will provide.

* The first Show and Tell day for Pre-Schoolers will be on Thursday, September 10, 2009.
* There is a sign up sheet for parents to note tt
* We request that the children DO NOT BRING TOYS in for SHOW and TELL. We encourage,
instead, that children bring in any interesting object that pertains to our current unit of study.
* If your child chooses to bringinabookf or Show and Tell, we encour ac
book to the school for a week or two, so that it can be shared in its entirety with all of the
children at a time other than Show and Tell time. Because of the large number of children who
participate in Show and Tell each week, it is not possible for the teacher to read the books in

their entirety during that time period. Thank you for your attention to this matter!

STUDENT HELPER

We are excited to announce that duringthe 2009-2 01 0 school year, we will
Hel per working with us at Brooksi de! Ni col e F
a Brookside graduat e. She i s i nterning wi t h

plans to major in education when she goes off to college next year. Nicole will be with us each

morning between 10:30 AM and 12: 00 Noon. 5 The ¢



